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Effective lobbyingEffective lobbying
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TV presenters TV presenters –– we knew nothing about cancer we knew nothing about cancer ……
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What is the true attitude towards cancer What is the true attitude towards cancer 
among ordinary people?among ordinary people?
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Do people want to know about cancer?Do people want to know about cancer?

BBC said BBC said ““people wonpeople won’’t watcht watch””

�� ““Doctors Know BestDoctors Know Best”” –– on GP training in cancer on GP training in cancer 
symptomssymptoms
10.2 million viewers!10.2 million viewers!

�� ““Bobby Moore & MeBobby Moore & Me”” –– investigation into colon cancerinvestigation into colon cancer
6.5 million and 28,000 letters!6.5 million and 28,000 letters!



Why am I here today?Why am I here today?
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European Cancer Patient Coalition ..European Cancer Patient Coalition ..
““Patients as partners Patients as partners …”…”

�� 1 in 3 will get cancer 1 in 3 will get cancer –– millions of millions of 
survivors across Europe = voterssurvivors across Europe = voters

�� ECPC ECPC -- 300+ member groups in 300+ member groups in 
41 countries 41 countries –– ““nothing about us nothing about us 
without uswithout us””

�� Launched in 2003 Launched in 2003 –– transparency transparency 
of funding & independence vitalof funding & independence vital

�� Working with politicians Working with politicians –– ECPC ECPC 
Secretariat for Secretariat for MEPsMEPs Against Against 
CancerCancer

�� Helped to get cancer back on the Helped to get cancer back on the 
official European agendaofficial European agenda



CancerworldCancerworld magazine magazine -- August 2008August 2008
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Effective lobbying Effective lobbying ……
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Slovenian Cancer Patient Summit in 2006 led Slovenian Cancer Patient Summit in 2006 led 
to big changes in EU Parliamentto big changes in EU Parliament



EU Commissioner for Health gave her first speech EU Commissioner for Health gave her first speech 
at our Cancer Patient Summit in Brusselsat our Cancer Patient Summit in Brussels……



Patients as partners Patients as partners ––
a powerful European effect a powerful European effect ……? ? 

�� Cancer Patient Summits ..Cancer Patient Summits ..

�� Day 1 Day 1 -- Round Table in the Parliament Round Table in the Parliament 
with TV/mediawith TV/media

�� Day 2 Day 2 –– Cancer Patient Summit with Cancer Patient Summit with 
top people top people –– politicians, Ministry of politicians, Ministry of 
Health, specialists, leading cancer Health, specialists, leading cancer 
patient advocatespatient advocates



�� Day three Day three –– public public ““happeninghappening””
for TV cameras & the mediafor TV cameras & the media



Rapid results from Bulgarian Cancer Patient Rapid results from Bulgarian Cancer Patient 
Summit ..Summit ..

�� Immediate Declaration against Immediate Declaration against 
smoking in the Bulgarian smoking in the Bulgarian 
ParliamentParliament

�� Two weeks later Declaration on Two weeks later Declaration on 
Cancer Control passed in Cancer Control passed in 
ParliamentParliament

�� Announced development of first Announced development of first 
National Cancer Plan ..National Cancer Plan ..

�� Patient representatives invited Patient representatives invited 
onto official committeesonto official committees



Comparing our countriesComparing our countries’’ performance can have performance can have 
a rapid effect a rapid effect ……

�� Cervical cancer: average Cervical cancer: average 
number of Pap smear tests number of Pap smear tests 
during womenduring women’’s life:s life:

�� 0����	���1�2�0����	���1�2�

�� ��	��	��������3��	��	��������3

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1963 1973 1983 1993 2003

���
���

���
	



�





������� �	�
��� �

���



ECPC and Membership ECPC and Membership 
Letter Writing CampaignLetter Writing Campaign
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MEPsMEPs Against CancerAgainst Cancer
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What the Partnership for Action on Cancer could What the Partnership for Action on Cancer could 
do to improve colon cancer screening do to improve colon cancer screening ……..
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Challenge Challenge –– health literacy  health literacy  --
how to reach the hard to reach ..how to reach the hard to reach ..

�� Symptoms hotline Symptoms hotline –– a 3 minute recording on colon a 3 minute recording on colon 
cancer symptomscancer symptoms

First day First day –– 2 slots on breakfast TV 2 slots on breakfast TV 

�� 156,000156,000 calls calls ……




